WHAT WE OWE TO HITLER	ip
which has taken place in the internal policy of Soviet
Russia. In an article of April 1935 on this subject x
I wrote : " When history later reviews this period,
perhaps the chief indictment of the present Government
of Russia may be*the recklessness of conducting an inter-
nal warfare on the mass of the population between two
foreign wars." I must have been thinking in the same
terms as Moscow itself. From 1928 to 1933 the Soviet
Government, in imposing its policy of collectivization,
was definitely at war with die mass of the Russian
peasantry, which is still the great bulk of the population,
and had even gone so far as to reduce its participation in
the army to thirty-three per cent. We keep a textual
record, without comment, of all the chief acts of Soviet
Legislation. The laws of 1930-33 are particularly ruth-
less ; here are some of the principal ones : February I,
1930, on the socialist reconstruction of agriculture and
the struggle against the kulaks ; February 13, 1931, on
responsibility for damaging and wrecking tractors and
agricultural machinery ; March 27, 1932, on the com-
pulsory socialization of cattle ; November 15, 1932, on
dismissal of workers and employes for absenteeism from
work (even of a single day) with the loss of rations and
quarters; December 4, 1932, on the transfer of food
distribution to the factory managements and closing of
co-operative stores (no work, no food); December 27,
1932, on the introduction of a uniform passport system,
which involved the expulsion of at least tens of thousands
from Moscow, Leningrad, Harkov, and other cities;
January 30, 1933, special gendarmes, or political police,
were attached to the machine and tractor stations and
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